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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPREGIS 

SUBJECT: CRITICISM OF BEGIN; PRAISE FOR WEIZMAN 

1 . EGYPTIAN PRESS CONTINUES CONTRAST WEIZMAN AND 
BEGIN, ALWAYS TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE LATTER. RECENTLY, 
PAPERS HAVE REPORTED WEIZMAN PHONE CALL FROM U.S. 
THREATENING TO RESIGN UNLESS SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 
HALTED AND HIS PRAISE FOR SADAT'S PEACE EFFORTS IN INTER 
VIEW WITH BARBARA WALTERS. 

2. BEGIN, ON OTHER HAND, WAS SUBJECT OF DEPLORABLE 
PIECE IN MARCH 13 OCTOBER MAGAZINE BY WAFA TAHA NAGI 
ENTITLED "BEGIN: HIS FANGS AND NAILS". AUTHOR REFERS 

TO ALLEGED QUOTE BY BEN-GURION THAT "BEGIN HAS A RACIST, 
HITLER-LIKE PERSONALITY ... HE IS READY TO ANNIHILATE 
ALL ARABS FOR THE SAKE OF TERRITORY. I EVEN SEE 
IN HIM A THREAT TO ISRAEL FROM WITHIN AND I CANNOT FORGET 
THAT HE PERSONALLY KILLED SCORES OF PEOPLE IN THE KING 
DAVID HOTEL ... I AM SURE THAT BEGIN HATES HITLER BUT 
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THIS HATRED DOES NOT MEAN THAT HE DIFFERS FROM HIM." 
BEN-GURION ALSO ALLEGEDLY SAID BEGIN S CLOSE FRIENDS, 
ESPECIALLY BEN-ELISSAR, HAVE THE TRAITS OF CRIMINALS AND 
THEIR FACES REFLECT THIS. 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS ONE OF THE FEW RECENT PRESS ATTACKS 
UPON BEGIN PERSONALLY. HOWEVER, IN WAKE EMOTIONAL 
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ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY LARNACA AFFAIRS, PLO RAID AND 
ANTICIPATED ISRAELI REPRISAL, WE FULLY EXPECT MORE OF 
SAME. WE WILL CONTINUE TO DISCOURAGE GOE FROM ENGAGING 
IN THIS UNHELPFUL ACTIVITY. ETT.TS 
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